
(19) 



Europaisches Patentamt 
European Patent Office 
Office europeen dee brevets 



(12) 

(88) Date of pubBcation A3: 

23.08.2000 Bulletin 2000/34 

(43) Date of pubBcation A2: 

17.11.1999 Bulletin 1999/46 

(21) Application number 99303065.9 

(22) Date of fifing: 20,04.1999 



(H) EP 0 957 437 A3 

EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION 

(51) int a 7 : G06F 17/30 



CO 

< 

co 
a> 



(84) Designated Contracting States: 


, Manohar, Nelson R. 


AT BE CH CY DE DK ES Fl FR GB GR IE IT U LU 


Yonkers, New York 10701 (US) 


MCNLPTSE 


» WUIebeek-Lemair, Marc Hubert 


Designated Extension States: 


Yorktown Heights, New York 1 0598 (US) 


ALLTLVMKROSI 


, Yu, Philip Shi-Lung 




Chappaqua, New York 10591 (US) 


(30) Priority: 15.0&1998 US 79661 






(74) Representative: 


(71) AppScant International Business Machines 


Boyce, Conor 


Corporation 


IBM United Kingdom Limited, 


Armonk, NY 10504 (US) 


Intellectual Property Law, 




HursleyPark 


(72) Inventors: 


Winchester, Hampshire S021 2JN (GB) 



(54) Dynamic customized web tours 



(57) An interactive and dynamically customizable 
guided tour of some portion of the World Wide Web 
monitors and dynamically adapts in response to like- 
minded users as wefl as provides recommendations during 
the traversal. The invention includes features for 
electronic commerce; side trips; true visiting of Web sites; 
maps; pre-fetching of Web objects; insertion of interactive 
decision points; customized insertion of advertisements; 
simultaneous traversal of multiple hyperpaths; collection 
of and dynamic modification of a tour based on collected 
route information and/or touring statistics. 
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